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JiyciSy T die Aprxlis^ 1853. 



^AMES of the Members of the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
mauer of the Petition complaining of an undue Election and Return for the Borough of 
Athlone : 

Sir J. Duckworth, Bart. J Richard Christopher Egerton, Esq. 

Right Hon. Henry Tufnell. | John Bright, Esq. 

Chairman, Thomas William Bramston, Esq. 



Venei'iSi 8® dieAprilis, 1853. 

Ordered, “ That the Petition relative to the said Election be referred to the Committee.’^ 

Ordered , That the said Committee do m eet To-morrow at Eleven o’clock, in one of the 
Committee-rooms of the House.” 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[ 3 ] 



REPORT. 



Mr. Bramston, from the Select Committee appointed to try and determine 
the matter of the Petition of Robert Bartholomew Lawes, complaining of an 
undue Election and Return for the Borough of Athlone, informed The House, 
that the Committee had determined : — 

That William Keogh, Esquire, was, at the Election for the Borough of 
Athlone, held on the 9th day of July 1852, duly elected a Burgess to serve in 
Parliament for the said Borough. 



12 Aj>ril 1853. 



321. 



A 2 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



Sahbati, 9* die Aprilis, 1853. 



Namea of the Members called over j all present. 

Room cleared. 

Committee deliberated. 

The Committee agreed to the following Resolutions : 

“ 1. That Counsel will not be allowed to go into matters not referred to in their opening 
statement, without a special application to the Committee for permission to do so. 

“ 2. That if costs be demanded by either party, under the 11th & 12th Viet. c. 98, the 
question must be raised immediately after the decision on that particular case, unless the 
Committee shall otherwise decide. 

“ 3. That no person shall be examined as a witness who shall have been in the room 
during any of the proceedings (with the exception of the Agents, whose names shall be 
handed in), without the special leave of the Committee.” 

Parties called in, and informed thereof. 

The Short-hand Writer was sworn by the Chairman. 

The Petition of Robert Bartholomew Lawes, complaining of an undue election and 
return of William Keogh, Esq., for the borough of Atiilone, read. 

Counsel for the Petitioner, Mr. Biggs Andrews, Q. c., and Mr. Montague S7nitJi. 

Agents, Messrs. Thompson, Debenkam ^ Brown, and Mr. William Cox. 

Counsel for William Keogh, Esq., Mr. Edwin James, q. c., Mr. Huddlestone, and 
Mr. Meagher. 

Agents, Messrs. Law, Holmes ^ Co, and Mr. C. R. ARNiven. 

Mr. Biggs Andrews opened the case on the part of the Petitioner. 

James Richard Naylor, Chief Clerk from the Office of the Clerk of the Crown, sworn, 
and examined by Mr. M. Smith. 

Produced writ and return relative to the last election. 

Christopher Fitzsimon, Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper in Ireland, sworn, examined 
by Mr. M, Stnith. 

Produced and put in evidence the poll-book of the last election for the Borough of 
Athione, and also four certificates of Justices of the Peace in Ireland, stating that Mr. I^eogli 
had before each of them respectively made a declaration of his qualification, in compliance 
with the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 48. 

William Alarshall, sworn, examined by Mr. Andrews. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

The declaration of qualification made by Mr. Keogh at the table of the House was 
received in evidence. 

William Cox, sworn, examined by Mr. M. Smith. 

On the witness being asked certain questions as to whether he did not in Dublin search 
the register of all deeds affecting land in Ireland in connexion with the qualification deli- 
vered m by Mr. Keogh at the table of The House of Commons, 

Mr. James objected to the evidence, on the ground that the question before the Com- 
mittee was not as to the qualification delivered in by Mr. Keogh at the table of the 
House, but as to whether the qualification declared on in Ireland at the request of two 
registered electors was sufficient under the 1 8c 2 Viet. c. 48. 

Mr. Andrews was heard in support of the admissibility of the evidence. 

Mr. M. Smith followed ou the same side. 



Mr. 
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Mr. James was heard in reply. 

Room cleared. 

Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, “That the Counsel for the Petitioner do proceed with the examinatioit of the 
Witness. ’ 

William Cox, further examined by Mr. M. Smith. 

David Fenton, sworn, examined by Mr. M. Smith. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

William Cox, further examined by Mr. M. Smith. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

Re-examiued by Mr. M. Smith. 



[Adjourned till Monday next, at Twelve o’clock. 



Ijunee, 11® die Aprilis, 1853. 



Names of the Members called over; all present. 

Mr. M. Smith summed up the evidence on the part of the Petitioner, contending that 
Mr. Keogh had no qualibcation at the time of the election. 

Mr. Huddlestons addressed the Committee on behalf of Mr. Keogh. 

William Keogh, now Her Majesty’s Solicitor-geueral for Ireland, sworn, examined by 
Mr. Meagher. 

In the course of his examination he alluded to three letters written by Dr. Lempriere, 
conducting Agent of Mr. Lawes at the election, to Colonel Smith, with reference to a judg- 
ment held by him against Mr. Keogh. 

On the Witness proceeding to read the letters — 

Mr. M. Smith objected to the letters being received in evidence, on the ground that the 
statement by an agent, after his agency is concluded, was not admissible, and further, that 
the letters were not relevant to the inquiry. 

Mr. James was heard in support of the letters being received in evidence. 

Mr. S'jnifA replied. 

The Committee desired the letters to be handed to them, in order that they might decide 
as to whether they were relevant. 

The letters were handed in to the Committee, and read by them. 

The Committee declined to admit the letters in evidence, as they did not appear to be 
relevant to the inquiry. 

In answer to a question by Mr. Huddleslone, Mr. Andrews admitted that the Petitioner 
had given notice to Mr. Keogh to produce his deeds. The case, however, of the Petitioner 
was closed without the deeds being called for. 

The deeds were now produced by Mr. Keogh, and received in evidence. 

Three declarations made by Mr. Keogh as to his qualification, and sworn before Justices 
of the Peace, were|received in evidence ; and also a certificate of Registry of Charges under 
18 & 14 Viet. c. 29. 



Adjourned till To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 



3 ^ 1 . 



A 3 



Martis, 
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PROCEEDINGS ATHLONE ELECTION PETITION. 



Martis^ 12 ® die Aprilis, 1853 . 



Names of the Members called over; all preseot. 

William Keogh cross*exambed by Mr. Andrews. 

Re-examined by Mr. Meagher. 

Mr. Meagher summed up the evidence on the part of Mr. Keogh. 

Mr. Andrews replied. 

Room cleared. 

The Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, 1 . “That William Keogh, Esq., was, at the time of the Election for the 
Borough of Athlone, held in July 1852, duly qualified to be elected as a Member to serve 
in Parliament for the said Borough.” 

Parties called in, and informed thereof. 

Mr. James applied to the Committee to report that the Petition was frivolous or vexatious, 
under 11 & 12 Viet. c. 98, sec. 89, or to order the payment of costs by the Petitioner 
upon unfounded allegations in the Petition, under 11 8c 12 Viet. c. 98, sec. y3. 

Mr. Andrews opposed the application. 

Mr. James replied. 

Room cleared. 

Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, 2. “ That the Petition of Robert Bartholomew Lawes does not appear to the 
Committee to be frivolous or vexatious.” 

Motion made, and question proposed (Mr. Tufneli), “That the following allegations 
in the Petition afiecting the conduct of the Sitting Member, viz., ‘That William Keogh 
wilfully refused to subscribe the declaration required under the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 48,’ and 
‘ That William Keogh prevented such declaration being duly certified,’ were not supported 
by any evidence, and were made without reasonable or probable ground.” 

Question put. The Committee divided. 

Noes, 4. 

Mr. Egerton. 

Mr. Bramston. 

Sir J. Duckworth. 

Mr. Bright. 

Resolved, 3. “ That the Committee see no reason to give costs in any matter arising out 
of the present case.” 

Resolved, 4. “ TItat William Keogh, Esq., was, at the Election for the Borough of 
Athlone, held on the 9th day of July 1852, duly Elected a Burgess to serve in Parliament 
for the said Borough.” 

Parties called in, and informed of the above Resolutions. 

Ordered, “ To report the last Resolution to The House.” 



Ayes, 1. 
Mr. Tufneli. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





